Beyond collagen: injectable therapies for the treatment of female stress urinary incontinence in the new millennium.
Previous experience with GAX-collagen has shown that the endoscopic correction of female SUI is both possible and effective. It is clear, however, that durability remains a primary concern when implementing this approach to treatment. The availability of recently developed and newly emerging materials, carefully designed using the tenets and techniques of biotechnology and materials science, may provide solutions to some of the difficulties beleaguering this treatment option. Results with currently available injectables are summarized in Table 1. Careful review and critical analysis of new bulking agents will soon reveal which materials approach the therapeutic ideal. It is likely that the ultimate choice of a particular substance, synthetic or biologic, may best be determined by the clinical circumstances involving the individual patient.